
TASTING NOTES BY WINEMAKER CHARLES SMITH

Truly amazing. Deep blue and black in color. Mouth-filling layers of black currant, blackberry, cedar box and crushed stone. 
Death-defying balance and a firm, rich finish that seems to never end. Yes, amazing.
 

VINTAGE NOTES

The 2018 vintage was incredible! This outstanding vintage began mild followed by a long and dry 
ripening season in the fall. This enabled us to hang the fruit to reach optimal ripeness without losing 
acidity or increasing sugars. The wines from 2018 are exceptional in many ways, from the great 
expression of the whites to the beautiful refinement and complexity of the reds. Enjoy! 

CURRENT & PAST SCORES

93 Points, James Suckling
“This has the wonderful, dark-fruit and olive character of a ripe cabernet sauvignon, but the polished 
tannins fold over the wine. It’s full-bodied, yet agile and focused at the finish. Real wine for the 
money. Drink now.”

91 Points, Jeb Dunnuck 
“I loved the 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon Cs, which ranks with the finest releases to date for this cuvée. 
Classy cassis fruits, lead pencil, and tobacco notes all emerge from the glass, and it’s medium to 
full-bodied, with ripe tannin, integrated oak, and a great finish. It makes a mockery of just about 
every other Cabernet Sauvignon in this price range. Buy a case and enjoy over the coming 4-6 years, 
probably longer.”
 
WINEMAKING

Varietal Breakdown: 100% Cabernet Sauvignon    
Appellation: Columbia Valley         
Vineyard(s): Goose Ridge (28%); Art Den Hoed Painted Hills (25%); Badger Mountain (25%); 
Frenchman Hills (13%); Golden West (9%)
Production: 4.5 tons per acre | Native yeast | 100% whole berry fermentation | 37 days on skins | 45% 
new French oak barriques | 11 months barrel-aged on lees
Wine Analysis: 5.76 g/L titratable acidity | 3.86 pH | 14.0% alcohol | No residual sugar
UPC: 184745003004

2018 SUBSTANCE CABERNET SAUVIGNON
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