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O n a crystal-clear summer day I 
find myself sampling wines with 
legendary Washington state wine-
maker and new Costco partner 

Charles Smith.
Smith, a former rock band manager 

(most notably for the Danish indie duo rock 
band The Raveonettes), is now a rock star of 
Washington wine. He is the only person  
to have been named Winemaker of the Year 
by both Food & Wine magazine (2009) and 
Wine Enthusiast (2014). Wine Spectator 
named his K Vintners Powerline Syrah and 
his SIXTO Uncovered Chardonnay as two  
of the top 100 wines of 2017. And, in 2019, 
his Substance Cabernet ranked No. 49 in 
Wine Spectator’s top 100 wines. Wines of 
Substance, his current brand, is the largest 
winemaker-owned winery in Washington.

Because Costco’s wine-buying team 
works tirelessly to supply our members 
with the best possible wines from the 
best winemakers, we have long wanted 
to collaborate with Smith. That’s why we’re 
thrilled to announce that he has agreed to 

partner with Costco to develop a Kirkland 
Signature™ and K Vintners® co-branded 
line of wine. 

This new collaboration will use the name 
K Vine, and you can expect to begin seeing 
the results next month. The initial offerings 
will be a 2019 single-vineyard chardonnay 
and a 2020 single-vineyard rosé. In spring 
2022 you can expect to see a single-vineyard 
cabernet sauvignon as well. 

During our conversation, Smith dis-
cusses why he chose to collaborate with 
Costco on this co-branded line.

Russ York You have never done a  
private-label project before. Why Costco? 
Why Kirkland Signature?
Charles Smith It’s the right time and  
we’re in the right position to put all of our 
attention into [this partnership]. Other 
[winemakers] may offer what they already 
have in their cellars. I don’t have bulk wine.  
I don’t have extra wine. We made our 
arrangements to do this project from the 
ground up. And that’s how grapes grow, 
from the ground up. 

Happy 
together
Costco’s Kirkland 
Signature team and 
a valued supplier come 
together to create 
K Vine, a co-branded 
line of wines

by RUSS YORK
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Beginning in February, 
you’ll find a K Vine 
2019 single-vineyard 
chardonnay and a 
K Vine 2020 single- 
vineyard rosé, as well 
as a variety of other 
wines, at select 
Costco warehouses. 

Charles Smith is a 
rock band manager 
turned winemaker.

Russ York is a buyer 
in Costco’s wine, 
beer and spirits 
department.
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RY There are a lot of great winemakers 
who craft our Kirkland Signature wines; 
yours is the first to put its brand on the  
packaging as well. Why?
CS I insisted on it, actually. I wanted people 
to know that we own it. We own the idea to 
make wine under K Vintners and Kirkland 
Signature, and it is exclusive to Costco.  
To me, writing a book without putting the 
author’s name on it seems like a waste. I 
mean, you might be a fan of that author, and 
how otherwise are you going to discover it? 
One should own up to their work.

RY This February we are releasing the  
K Vine single-vineyard chardonnay and  
the K Vine single-vineyard rosé. After that, 
which varietal would you like to present 
under the K Vine label? Riesling? Syrah?
CS I haven’t really thought that far out yet.  
We have to think about the members and 
give them what they want. I try to give  
people what they want and make it two  
levels higher in quality and two levels  
lower in price. That way everyone is happy. 

RY How would you describe yourself  
as a winemaker?
CS I’m a low-intervention winemaker in  
the sense that we touch the wine as little 
as possible. There is nothing in my wine 
except the grapes and the vessel they have 

“ I’m a low-intervention 
winemaker. ... I make wine  
I want to drink.” 

      — CHARLES SMITH 

COM PANY I N FO 
Company K Vintners

Founder Charles Smith

Employees 50

Headquarters  
Walla Walla and 
Seattle, Washington

Website 
winesofsubstance.com

Quote about Costco  
“Costco has been a 
tremendous partner 
throughout the years.”

—Charles Smith 

been resting in. There are no chemicals 
in the vineyard. We rely on spontaneous 
fermentation, no cultured yeasts, noth-
ing coming from a laboratory. Therefore, 
you’re getting the wine at its utmost 
purity. I make wine I want to drink.

RY And what about your process?
CS When it comes to making wine, 
the grapes decide what they want to be. 
That’s what it’s really about. If you are 
in harmony with the vineyard, you have 
the best opportunity to make the best 
wine. You are really just growing the 
wine and shepherding it from the vine-
yard to the bottle, and that is it. When 
you decide to put yourself in there,  
you miss the point.  
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Winemaker Charles Smith 
and Costco buyer Russ York 
discuss a new partnership.


